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BRING YOUR OWN VISION TO THE SUMMER 2011 SEATTLE GIFT SHOW: 
AUGUST 2011 EDITION PUTS FOCUS ON GREEN/ ECO FRIENDLY PRODUCS, EXPANDED SELECTION, BUYER SERVICES 
ATLANTA (April XX, 2011) – Responding to strong demand from its Pacific Northwest buyer base, the August 13-16, 2011 edition of the Seattle Gift Show will put the spotlight on a significantly expanded selection of green and eco-friendly products. Together with a host of buyer services, including substantially discounted hotel rates, educational seminars, as well countless new resources in virtually every category, the summer edition at the Washington State Convention Center promises to help retailers bring their store vision to life.

“The Pacific Northwest region has long been a leader in the green movement and the Seattle Gift Show is committed to meeting area retailers’ need for earth-friendly options in product and design,” said Doug Miller, president, Urban Expositions.  “We’re putting the focus on our expanded green and eco-friendly resources with special promotions, product listings and displays – all to give our diverse retailers exactly what they are looking for.” 
Retailers will be able to discover the show’s new green/eco-friendly resources through a variety of show features. Located in the registration lobby, a special green product preview area will give retailers an advance look at some of the many new designs they’ll find on the show floor.  In addition, exhibitors with products that fall under the green, sustainable, organic and recycled categories will be highlighted in special Earth Conscious Options (ECO) listings   on the   show website and in the official show directory to help retailers quickly and easily identify green companies.
In addition to the expanded green resources, other highlights for the Seattle Gift Show include
TREMENDOUS SELECTION

Retailers can explore more resources than ever before from hundreds of companies representing more than 3,000-plus top name lines and innovative newcomers in a range of categories, including Food Focus, Gifts & Collectibles, Handcrafted, Home & Garden, Northwest Directions, Personal Style, Treasures To Go (Cash & Carry), Vintage Collection and Village Arts.
Many of these exhibitors will showcase their newest, trend-setting products in the special Product Preview Area, allowing buyers to preview the “must have” items for summer 2011.
ONSITE BUYER SERVICES

The Seattle Gift Show offers a full roster of buyer services including:

· Free Business Building Educational Seminars- All registered buyers are invited to attend free educational seminars offering a wealth of ideas and tips.  Programs will range from social media and in-store planning to marketing and more.  
 Saturday, August 13
GETTING CUSTOMERS TO SHOP YOUR ENTIRE SELLING SPACE 

Speaker: Natalie Tan, Retail Consultant, Retail Excellence Consulting

1:00-2:00PM

How do your customers shop your store? Are you providing them with a path to follow? Does this path showcase the majority of your merchandise? In this session, learn how to ensure that your layout maximizes all selling opportunities. Implement strategies to deal with unproductive spaces and understand the role fixtures have in getting customers to shop your entire selling space.

ARE YOUR PRODUCTS BEGGING TO BE BOUGHT?  SILENT SELLING STRATEGIES THAT INCREASE YOUR SALES 

Speaker: Natalie Tan, Retail Consultant, Retail Excellence Consulting

2:30-3:30PM
You've laid a good traffic path. You've created a good fixturing plan. You even have your stories and adjacencies well thought-out. Now what? How about maximizing product appeal to customers? This seminar shows different merchandising strategies you can immediately implement in your store. Tap into the 5 senses: Sight, Sound, Scent, Touch and Taste to romance your customers.

Sunday, August 14


NARB SEMINAR SERIES:  The Secrets to Successful Green Retailing 

Speaker: Karen Tryman, Director of Retail, Yellowstone General Store

11:30AM -12:30 PM
The National Association of Retail Buyers (NARB) joins the Seattle Gift Show in expanding the show’s green awareness, product offerings and educational opportunities.  From developing sustainable retail operations for your store to creating the right eco-friendly merchandise mix, this program will offer a wealth of practical, hands-on tips you can take back and implement in your store.
SALES AND CUSTOMER SERVICE TECHNIQUES 

Speaker: Bruce Baker, Bruce Baker Inc.

1:00-2:00PM

In this seminar, learn the tips and techniques to make your customers become repeat and loyal buyers. From taking cues from your customer’s body language to focusing on your customer’s senses, there are a number of ways to help make your cash register ring! Don't miss this opportunity to increase your sales!

BUYING TRENDS FOR A WELL-ROUNDED PRODUCT MIX
Speaker: Bruce Baker, Bruce Baker Inc

2:30-3:30PM

Trends drive the marketplace and in this informative seminar, you will learn the difference between a fad and a trend and how using current and future trends can lead to better sales.  Behind every purchase is a consumer trend.  From "non human companions" to the "green movement," this workshop will put the right merchandise in your store to appeal to a broad demographic of buyers. 

· Free Show Specials- Many exhibitors will be offering unique specials or discounts designed specially for the Seattle Gift Show attendees only. 
· Parking Rebates – Retailers who pre- register are eligible for a parking rebate of up to $6.  When they pre-register, they will receive a special rebate coupon along with their badges and pre-show information in the mail in advance of the show. When they arrive at the show, they can present the coupon, along with their admission badge, at the parking rebate desk to help cut costs and make shopping the show even more affordable.  
SHOW HOURS
Saturday, August 13
9:00 am- 6:00 pm

Sunday, August 14 
9:00 am- 6:00 pm

Monday, August 15
9:00 am- 6:00 pm

Tuesday, August 16
9:00 am- 3:00 pm 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS- DISCOUNTED ROOM RATES AS LOW AS $79 

For discounted hotel accommodations, buyers should call Connections at 1.800.262.9947 or visit www.giftshowhotels.com to take advantage of discounted room rates as low as $79.

BUYER INFORMATION

For attendee information or to pre-register, attendee can visit www.seattlegiftshow.com  or contact Buyer Relations Representatives Jhana Jordan at 678.285.3976 or email jjordan@urban-expo.com or Cece Lee at 678.285.3976 or email clee@urban-expo.com. 

EXHIBITOR INFORMATION

For exbibitor information about the Seattle Gift Show, contact Lisa Glosson, show director, Urban Expositions, 1690 Roberts Blvd, Ste 111, Kennesaw, GA 30144. Phone: 678.370.0334 or 800.318.2238 x 334.  Fax: 678.285.7469; Email: lgosson@urban-expo.com.  Visit www.seattlegiftshow.com for more information. 
URBAN EXPOSITIONS

Urban Expositions is a leading producer of gift, souvenir and resort merchandise trade shows.  For more information, visit www.urban-expo.com
####

